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On a Quest to help Collier kids succeed
SUSAN ZUMSTEIN
Getting into college
nowadays takes years of
hard work and smart
decisions to build a competitive resume.
Begin college prep
now with Quest for Success, a Naples-based nonprofit organization with one goal: help high school
students prepare for their college or
university career.
Since its inception in 1993, Quest has
successfully shaped the lives of more
than 1,000 promising students and
helped them unlock more than $40
million in scholarships, financial aid
and grants from multiple colleges and
community organizations.
Open enrollment for Quest applications is currently underway and closes
at the start of the upcoming school year
in August. Any rising freshman, sophomore or junior, currently attending
high school in Collier County, is encouraged to apply online at www.questforsuccess.com.
For those without computer access,
printed copies of the application are
available at the Quest Center at 2706

Today in
history
Today is Tuesday, April 11,
the 101st day of 2017. There
are 264 days left in the year.
On this date in:
1865: President Abraham
Lincoln spoke to a crowd
outside the White House,
saying, “We meet this
evening, not in sorrow, but
in gladness of heart.” (It
was the last public address
Lincoln would deliver.)
1945: During World War II,
American soldiers liberated
the Nazi concentration
camp Buchenwald in
Germany.
1947: Jackie Robinson of
the Brooklyn Dodgers
played in an exhibition
against the New York
Yankees at Ebbets Field,
four days before his
regular-season debut that
broke baseball’s color line.
1951: President Harry S.
Truman relieved Gen.
Douglas MacArthur of his
commands in the Far East.

Horseshoe Drive South, Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Qualified applicants will be notified
and requested to attend a student and
parent interview at the Quest Center.
Quest is looking for academically
stellar students who have demonstrated a level of scholastic achievement
and are motivated to attend college and
become involved in community service
before they’re accepted into the program. There are not strict requirements or cutoffs, but based upon successful Quest applicants from previous
years, student characteristics rank in
the top 10 percent of their class and
receive mostly “A” grades in the most
rigorous classes available, usually honors-, AP- and/or IB-level courses.
Standardized test scores on PSAT,
SAT and ACT, and extracurricular
achievements, such as leadership or
community activities, are also considered. In addition, Quest looks for evidence of strong writing ability, intellectual spark and determination through
essays and teacher/counselor recommendations.
Students who have the means pay
tuition for the program; about 40 percent of the 381 currently in the pro-

school senior’s rigorous academic record and commitment to community
service.
The combination of seeing what can
be done and then having someone you
respect telling you that you can do it —
that’s what most young people need.
Quest lifts the ambitions of talented
teenagers by introducing them to peers
and to successful adults.
Quest will hold two information
sessions for prospective students and
their families on Wednesday at 6 p.m.
and Saturday at 12:30 p.m. For questions on enrollment, contact Denise
Giardina at 239-403-7174, ext. 104, or via
email at denise@questforsuccess.com
or go to www.questforsuccess.com.
Zumstein is executive director of
Quest for Success, a community-based
organization providing personalized
and effective methods for students to
access and pay for most college. Quest’s
mission is to foster economic freedom
through education by empowering high
school students to reach their highest
career potentials through lifelong learning. A tax-deductible gift to Quest for
Success is an investment in Quest
Scholars — empowering them to succeed in college and beyond.

Letters
Use Canadian model for health care
The letter from Jim Baird regarding
health care systems in Canada and the U.S.
was excellent. The fact is that in just about
every country in Europe that I visited, the
health care system cost the residents about
half of what we pay here and, to boot, had a
better outcome in that their life expectancies were longer and their Infant mortality rates were lower than ours.
Despite that fact, the U.S. Congress and
the president simply refuse to utilize a system that would be approximately the same.
It seems to be, as Baird wrote, “ I personally don’t think our political system will permit us to create a fair workable system. Too
many power players involved.”
Those “power players” are the huge
lobbies of the pharmaceutical companies
and the insurance companies which appear
to be calling the shots by possibly providing
huge sums of money to our representatives
and senators. Of course, they call those
European (and Canadian) programs “socialist” so that we will shun their acceptance.
When will we wake up and realize that
our representatives in Congress are meant
to act on our interests and on behalf of us
and not in the interests of the big companies
that bankroll them. How damaging to we
ordinary people is money in politics.
Hy Bershad, Naples

Fan of the president, not the man
I was no fan of former President Barack
Obama, not the person, but the president.
His policies have crippled our country in
the last eight years.
I am no fan of President Donald Trump,
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gram receive scholarships.
The dedicated Quest team provides
essential tools, information and life
skills that prepare students for college.
Quest also assists in choosing the
school best fit for a student’s personality and future career and helps pursue
educational funding. The complexity of
today’s financial-aid process is scaring
students away from college.
Key program modules include interactive and comprehensive SAT/ACT
test preparation; development of college-competitive high school curriculum; essay-writing workshops; one-onone financial aid and scholarship application assistance, and tutoring in math
and test-taking skills. Quest students
are also expected to develop positive
character traits, define career pathways, learn time management and organization skills, and engage in community service.
The results are young people who
have the confidence and preparation
needed to thrive throughout their entire lives. This year, 76 percent of Quest
students are eligible for Florida Bright
Futures scholarships. Comparatively,
20 percent of all Florida applicants earn
this award that recognizes a high

Letters policy
Letters can be 275 words or less. Letters may
be edited for clarity or taste, to eliminate
personal attacks and to prevent libel. Letters
may be edited for accuracy, rejected or
returned to the writer to resubmit a new
letter. The source of a statistic should be
attributed within the letter. No poetry,
letter-writing campaigns, or airing of a
personal grievance against a business.
Submissions cannot be handwritten.
Publication presently is limited to one per
person within a month. City of residence and
a contact phone number are required. By
email: Use the form at naplesnews.com to
receive confirmation of receipt or send to
letters@naplesnews.com.

military’s exam for math, literacy and problem-solving. This means they are not qualified for any job in the military, let alone a
high-tech one.
The “skills gap” in the STEM field (science, technology, engineering, mathematics) is a national security issue because we
are falling behind in producing the expertise we need to maintain our military’s and
the nation’s technological advantage. A
growing body of research suggests that
developing STEM proficiency starts early,
even before kindergarten. High-quality
pre-K programs can prepare children to
start school with critical early math and
reading skills. These programs can also
help address the primary disqualifiers from
military service.
While I fully appreciate the difficult
fiscal challenges facing the Legislature, I
urge our state lawmakers to increase, or at
least maintain, funding for Florida’s Voluntary Pre-K and School Readiness programs.
This is a proven investment in our children
and in our national security.
Gary D. Speer,
retired Army lieutenant general,
St. James City

Atrocities: abortion, assisted suicide

ing in your state.
Abortion and physician-assisted suicide
have produced many atrocities against our
inherent dignity as humans and if we refuse
to see or believe, we will when it’s too late
and affects us.
Barbara Ann Goduti, Naples

Term limits for Congress
Being a snowbird and having arrived
just before Election Day, I have had the
opportunity to follow the aftermath of the
election.
I think when President Donald Trump
said he was going to drain the swamp, he
meant that he was going to eliminate many
bureaucrats. Watching news reports of the
partisan government, I think he would be
better off bringing in term limits and getting rid of some of the forever senators.
One would think if the president has term
limits, why not all elected positions?
When Trump said he was going to run,
my first thought was “good, every democracy needs a real shake-up.” Canada is no
exception. We have Kevin O’Leary running
to lead our conservative party: a Trump lite,
but nevertheless not a career politician.
Politics may never be the same.
Ron Minogue, Naples

Fund academics, not bonuses, sports
Florida Gulf Coast University’s newly
appointed president, Michael Martin, has
not even started and already he is fighting
with the university board as to whether he
is entitled to bonuses that could exceed
$700,000. Remember, this is not his salary.
These are bonuses up to $700,000 just for
doing the job he was hired to do. That is in
addition to a paid vehicle with all gas and
maintenance, $25,000 moving expenses and
a yearly $50,000 housing allowance. And I
am sure other perks are available which are
too numerous to mention.
What was the FGCU board thinking
by TECNAVIA
when they hired thisPowered
entitled,
arrogant person? If he didn’t like the salary, he should
not have accepted the job!
Naive students and liberals are whining

